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A Brief Overview of the Historic Bozeman Trail 
 

   The historic Bozeman Trail was used by Native Americans and wildlife 
long before 1863 when John Bozeman and John Jacobs identified a shortcut 
for emigrants traveling from the North Platte River, Wyoming to Montanaôs 
gold-fields. 
 
   About 3,500 emigrants traveled the Bozeman Trail from 1863-1866 
through the Powder River Country ï the heart of the Northern Plains Indi-
ans last and best hunting grounds.  A clash of cultures and epic events fol-
lowed. 
 
   The newly promoted Bozeman Trail triggered the military to build three 
forts along the Trail to protect emigrants and other travelers to the gold 
fields. Forts Reno and Phil Kearny were built in now Johnson County, WY, 
and Fort C.F. Smith in what is now the Crow Reservation, MT.  Native 
Americans recognized these forts as a pathway to destroy their way of life 
and were determined to protect their homeland and their hunting grounds. 
 
   After many battles and untold lives lost, the route was closed to emigrants 
during part of 1865 and again late in 1866. This historic Trail continued as a 
military route until the 1868 abandonment of the three Forts: Reno, Phil 
Kearny and C.F. Smith. Deciding factors were the  Fetterman Fight on Dec. 
21, 1866,  the completion of Union Pacific Railroad  in 1868, and the Fort 
Laramie Treaty of 1868. Heavy military and civilian use of the Bozeman 
Trail resumed in the early 1870s with the discovery of gold in the Black 
Hills. Leading to another consequence ï the Battle of the Little Bighorn. 

__________________________ 
 
  The most significant conflicts along the Bozeman Trail occurred in  

Johnson and Sheridan Counties, WY.  
ñTravel Wyomingôs Historic Bozeman Trailò  
guides visitors along the Trail in Wyoming, 

The Trail then continues to Virginia City, Montana. 
For more on the Bozeman Trail in Montana, please visit:  

Our Montana at www.ourmontana.org 
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The red box shows the �³Travel Wyoming�¶s Historic Bozeman Trail�´��focus. 
Many significant military events occurred in this region.  For the detailed 

map of this area and the list of locations on page 2.  

 

For info on the Bozeman Trail 
in Montana, please see 
www.ourmontana.org  


